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AADHAAR

The Aadhaar
Act is based
on the prem-
ise that priva-
cy is a funda-
mental right

FC Bureau & PTI
New Delhi

HE UIDAI on

Sunday

sought to allay

fears over data

protection and

privacy issues
around the 12 digit biomet-
ric identifier, asserting that
Aadhaar is an identification
not a profiling tool.

It also stressed that Aad-
haar data is governed by
strong laws, Fielding ques-
tions on Twitter in a live
chat, Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI)
chief executive officer Ajay
Bhushan Pandey said Aad-
haar is based on minimum
information and biomet-
rics, which is “least intru-
sive”. To a specific query on
whether UIDAI will go for
DNA profiling in future,
Pandey said that there were
no such plans, “We take
fingerprint, [ris and photo.
We have no plans to take
something like DNA. Photo,
fingerprint and Iris is good
enough for de-duplication,
generating Aadhaar and to
authenticate any person,”
he said.

The UIDAI chief dis-
missed concerns that link-
ing of various information
with Aadhaar could lead to
government monitoring,
surveillance or possible
misuse. “When you give
Aadhaar number in bank
UIDAI doesn’t know about
vour bank account. Bank
gives us your Aadhaar num-
ber and fingerprint and
UIDALI is a matching serv-
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dhaar an identitication,

ice. It says a ves or no, or we
send a limited eKYC,” he
explained.

The government does
not get any information
about the resident from the
svstem, he said. The UIDAI
chief further tweeted, “Aad-
haar is an identifier not a
profiling tool".

During the question and
answer session that lasted
for over 1.5 hours, Pandey
took over 20 queries that
ranged from privacy con-
cerns around Aadhaar to
benefits of the biometric

identifier for residents, and
from linking of Aadhaar to
mobile SIMs (subscriber
identity module) to moving
the enrolment centres to
government offices and
banks. To another question,
he said bank accounts are
“property of citizens” and
their linkage with Aadhaar
number should not raise
fears that government will
one day freeze such ac-
counts.

Maintaining that intro-
duction of virtual 1D and
limited eKYC had nothing

ot profiling tool

LY

to do with data leak stories

pertaining to Aadhaar,
Pandey said they were con-
ceptualised for strengthen-
ing the privacy system.

The UIDAI recently an-
nounced a new concept of
‘virtual 1D°, which Aad-
haar-card holder can gen-
erate from its website and
give for various purposes,
including SIM verification,
instead of sharing the actu-
al 12-digit biometric ID.
The virtual 1D, a random
16-digit number, will give
the users the option of not

it

sharing their Aadhaar
number at the time of au-
thentication.

During the live chat on
Sunday, Pandey said that
since some people feared
that information residing in
multiple places could be
linked despite it being pro-
hibited under Aadhaar Act,
the latest feature will give
people the choice to mask
their Aadhaar number.

“It has nothing to do
with data leak story. I have
said that in the last seven
vears, there has been no

: UIDA

data leak from UIDAL" he
said.

Pandey said that Aad-
haar was protected by
strong laws, and that Aad-
haar Act is “based on the
premise that privacy is a
fundamental right™,

Citing the various Sec-
tions of Aadhaar Act he said
that biometric data given to
UIDAI cannot be shared
without an individual’s per-
mission, and that doing so
is punishable. “No one can
aggregate data and do pro-
filing,” he pointed out.



